CHAPTER   X
EUROPE   AND   THE   TATARS*
Nestorian Church in Far East. Missions under Innocent VI: Giovanni de
Pkno Carpine and Ascelline. Embassies of Louis IX: Andre de Longjumeau
and Guillaume de Rubruck. The Polos and Cathay. Establishment and
extinction of the Roman Church in China: Giovanni de Monte Corvino.
The Society of the Pilgrim Friars in the Middle East and Central Asia.
Odoric of Pordenone and Giovanni dei Marignolli. Timur and the West.
Failure of crusading alliances between Europe and the Tatars
THE field of the crusade during the later medieval period
extended far beyond the confines of Syria and Palestine,
The West looked to the Far and Middle East for assistance
in its struggle with the Muslim powers of the Near East,
The papal policy had three aims: first, it was hoped to bring
the Tatars of the Khanates of Cambaluc2 and Persia within
the fold of the Roman Catholic Church, and thus secure a
triumph for the Cross even greater than the conversion of
the Magyars during the eleventh century; second, to
eliminate by this means the growing danger of the new
scourge of God whose ravages had twice caused consterna-
tion throughout Europe in the years 1222-3 an(^ 1241-2,
that is, within living memory at the beginning of the four-
teenth century;3 third, to obtain, at what was thought an
auspicious moment, united action between the Latins and
1 Tatar or Mongol is adopted here instead of the familiar but corrupt
'Tartar'.
2 In Arabic sources Khan-Baliq, the modern Peking.
3 Matthew of Paris makes abundant reference to the impending Tatar
menace and to the exchange of embassies between Europe and the Far East.
Chronica Majora et Additamenta, and Historia Anglorum.   Vide indices.
The first of the two campaigns reached the River Don and led to the settle-
ment of the Kipchak Turks in the Southern Russian steppes, while the second
was conducted further into Poland, Moravia and Hungary, thus reaching the
confines of Germany, but without leaving any permanent Mongol settlement
in these regions. Cahun, Mongols, 279, 243 et seq.